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Orators Judge LT: (ig) DAVID MC ORANT 
Former Director of Forensics, 
Each Other Hastings College, Nebraska Delta 

Any director of forensics has experienced the difficulty of finding com- 
petent judges for contests in oratory, extemporaneous speaking, and all the 
other variations of the spoken word. Too often it has happened that the 
judgments of a preacher, a school superintendent, and a lawyer not only 
failed to agree closely, but actually were contradictory. Perhaps it is that 
each of the judges sees or looks for a different thing and that the end 
result is desirable, but frequently the student opinion of such judging is 
unfavorable. 

In the spring of 1944 we undertook to use a different system of judging 
in our local oratorical contest, with the hope that we could improve the 
judging and at the same time furnish a valuable educational experience for 
the students. That method, while not by any means “new,” was to have 
the orators judge themselves. A somewhat similar method of judging de- 
bate was reported by Professor Baccus'. He wrote that his estimate of the 
method indicated that “there is some justification, mathematically for be- 
lieving that the judgments rendered are accurate and unprejudiced.” 

In the preliminary rounds of our contest, 50 students presented original 
orations on subjects of their own choice. They spoke in small groups, 
ranging in size from six to nine speakers, and each group was judged by 
one critic judge who was a member of our Speech Department. We had 
each orator judge every other speaker in his section except himself. The 
final result was based on the formula that the students’ scores counted one- 
half and the critic’s counted one-half. 

We studied the ballots of the critics and the students for each round, 
but computed certain statistics only on the first round so that our conclu- 
sions could be based on more scores. For purposes of comparison, we used 
the ballots of the best 25% of the speakers and the poorest 25%. The 
ballot used was a modified form of the Barnes’ “Rating Scale for Speech 
Making.” 

Inasmuch as our problem was essentially one of comparing student 
judging with expert judging, these problems were uppermost: (1) Did the 
students and experts agree closely on all items on the scale or were they 


1Joseph Baccus, “Debaters Judge Each Other,’’ Quarterly Journal of Speech, 23:74-80 
_ The author, in the interest of brevity, has omitted the tables of statistical data upon which this 
article is based. Those desiring copies of the data may write to him in care of the editor of the 
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more variable on some items than others? (2) Was there more or less 
agreement between the students and experts in judging the upper one- 
fourth of the scores than the lower one-fourth? (3) Were there significant 
statistical differences in the scoring of the upper and lower fourths for the 
student judges? for the critics? 

These questions were related most directly to our problem, for we were 
concerned in finding out if student orators are good judges of other student 
orators. 

From the data in the preliminary rounds the following facts were 
derived: 

(1) There is considerably more agreement between students and ex- 
perts in scoring the upper 4 than in scoring the lower %4, the experts 
scoring lower on the lower 4. 

(2) The statistical significance of these differences between the upper 
and lower Y% for students and for judges is high. In all cases. except 
“Choice of Subject” for experts, the null hypothesis can be rejected at the 
1‘, level. In this exception the hypothesis can be rejected at the 5“ level. 
Thus, mathematically, one can be “practically certain” that a real differ- 
ence exists between the upper and lower % groups and that such a dif- 
ference is not due to chance. 

(3) Differences between students and experts in scoring the same 
groups reveal that in scoring the lower 4% all significant differences may 
be rejected at or beyond the 1% level and hence the differences can be 
considered “practically certain” to be real. On the other hand, in the upper 
4, with the exceptions of “Choice of Subject” and “Use of Language,” 
the differences were not statistically significant. Since in this instance we 
are looking for similarity rather than differences in scoring, it is interesting 
to note that in scoring the upper % no large significant differences were 
found, whereas in the lower % there were large statistical differences in 
the scoring of the students and judges. 

(4) Hence we can tentatively conclude from this experiment that stu- 
dents are just as discriminating as are our experts in scoring the upper 4; 
while the scores differed in the lower Y%, both the students and critics dis- 
tinguished adequately between the two extreme groups of speakers. Since 
the upper, includes those orators who are the winners and superior 
speakers, this difference in scoring did not affect the final results of the 
contest. 

We were satisfied with the scoring, and this analysis seems to indicate 
that trained student orators are good judges of other student orators; as 
good as our experts, and who knows, perhaps more just and kind! While 
no attempt has been made in this brief study to develop implications, it 
seems likely that students are good judges, not only of debate and oratory, 
but of the other various speech activities in which they are adequately 
trained and in which they participate. 
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Discussion in a sical 
World of Peace Saino 


The United Nations organization offers us great hope for a world of 
peace. Delegates of some fifty-four nations are meeting together to discuss 
their mutual problems. Several world crises have, in all probability, already 
been averted, Imperfect as the UN is, we still support it and pray for its 
growth and improvement. Problems concerning its fulfillment should be 
emphasized in our college and university forensic programs, 

One of the problems facing the UN is that of fair discussion of world 
issues. Have we prepared the statesmen of the world for free democratic 
discussion and the open discussion of problems? We need to be greatly 
aroused when we hear quibbling anywhere—especially when it concerns 
the future welfare of mankind. 

But the desire to win at any cost is still demonstrated in some of our 
intercollegiate debates. In a recent tournament a clever debater lifted his 
opponent's words out of their context and took unfair advantage. Having 
won the decision, he laughed at his opponent and went on to his next 
debate rejoicing. 

Many of the misunderstandings that arise between students on the one 
hand and college officials on the other can be traced to the absence of 
open and free discussion of the points of difference. If the opponents can 
be brought into conference around a common table with all the issues 
fairly and frankly faced then much progress can take place. Perhaps it is 
the inability of labor and management to discuss their common problems 
freely and openly that leads to so many industrial disputes. 

Public discussion clarifies the problems and brings new techniques of 
peaceful living to our modern life. That is why we must keep the two- or 
three-party system alive in American political areas. A one-party system 
always leads toward stagnation and totalitarianism. 

In some of our province debates we still permit the affirmative team 
to switch to the negative on alternate debates. This is a bad system and 
should not be resorted to now that the emergency is over. Students should 
read widely into an issue and then take a definite stand and stick by that 
decision. So much of our present public discussion seems to lack convic- 
tion. It is as a critic once said, “Modern debate trains students to speak on 
both sides of a question without thinking!” To avoid this criticism, we 
should not permit the same team to debate both sides of the question in 
the same tournament. 

Public discussion and debates on modern problems should not be held 
in empty classrooms. Empty chairs can not be converted to one side or the 
other. I am not sure that one judge is the best system in a democracy. 
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Welcome to 
Bowling Green 


One of Ohio's most progressive state universities, Bowling Green State 
University, will be the focal point for Pi Kappa Delta members when they 
assemble for their annual convention April 6-11. 

The university opened as a normal school in 1915 with two buildings. 
It is now a university with 26 permanent buildings and a large number of 
temporary housing units. 

Enrollment has risen from a few hundred in 1915 to 4,000 today. This 
year’s enrollment is almost double that of last year. 

Among the campus buildings are a modern and completely equipped 
hospital, the only airport operated by a state school, and a riding stable. 

The town of Bowling Green has a population of about 8,000. With the 


Certainly it is more important to have an audience than a lone judge. 
Perhaps we should hold all of our discussion and debate in a center of 
population where citizens, average Americans—housewives, farmers, stu- 
dents, business men, and professional men—could hear, take part, and be 
the jury if a decision needs to be made. Sophistry will not thrive before 
the general public. 

This whole matter of world peace is so pressing that we must keep it 
ever uppermost in our public discussion. We in the colleges must do some- 
thing to make free and open discussion a substitute to World War III. 
We must make each undergraduate aware of what he can do to help bring 
in a world of peace. First we must have faith that world understanding 
can be achieved and then we must bend every effort toward that distant 
goal. We may be surprised to find William James’ “Moral Equivalent for 
War,” right in our own department. It may turn out to be the free and 
fair public discussion of all of our most critical world problems. 

This will be a great year for forensics in our colleges and universities 
if we face the problems of our modern world with a renewed sense of 
responsibility. Let’s lift the vision of our students to a higher sense of 
social sensitivity, to a creative task of building brotherhood across racial, 
economic, and political lines. Let us inspire this student generation with 
the possibility of world peace in our own generation. Most of all let us 
insist that they come to honest and intelligent convictions about the kind 
of a world we want and about the methods of achieving that world. What 
a year we would have if we honestly devoted ourselves to the winning of 
world peace. Open and free public discussion is a good starting place. 
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exception of the H. J. Heinz tomato processing plant and a few small 
manufacturing firms, it is mostly residential. 

The center of the business section is located at the intersection of U.S. 
25 (The Dixie Highway) and U.S, 6 (The Roosevelt Highway). The 
latter route is the Southern boundary of the campus. Delegates travelling 
to the convention by auto will find either of these two roads accessible and 
speedy routes. 

Those planning to travel by bus will find the Greyhound bus stopping 
on Main Street, a convenient walk from the campus. Debaters living in 
Ohio will find passage on the Greyhound barred because of inter-state 
commerce rulings. Any such persons will find it to their advantage to take 
any of the interurban lines to Toledo, Cincinnati, or Columbus and then 
board a C & L E bus for Bowling Green at any of these terminals. 

Trains offer a variety of schedules. Those coming from afar will find 
the New York Central to Toledo a good route. Upon arrival in Toledo, 
they may change to another train or a bus. A branch line of the NYC, 
running between Toledo and Columbus, makes four stops daily in Bowling 
Green. 

Headquarters of the convention will be in the Administration building. 
Registration will be in the Recreation Hall of this building and assemblies 
will be held in its acoustically effective auditorium. Debates will be run in 
classrooms of buildings all over the campus. 

A complete program has been arranged to keep the debaters occupied 
during the six days of the convention. Beginning with a memorial service 
Sunday evening, in memory of members lost in the conflict just past, a 
mixer Monday night, and a stunt night, banquet and various other meet- 
ings the program promises to be broad enough to occupy most of the 
delegates’ time. To fill in any spare moments, the student union building 
(Falcon’s Nest). a rustic building nestled in the center of the campus, will 
be open for a quick coke and a whirl around the dance floor. For the 
athletic-minded individuals, the university's pool will be in operation dur- 
ing the convention. Bathing suits and towels are furnished by the uni- 
versity. 

The campus is compact and a walk from one end to the other requires 
less than ten minutes. Delegates will be housed in three large dormitories 
and four cottage type sorority houses. If possible, delegates will be housed 
with the groups with which they will attend the convention. Meals will be 
served on the campus. 

Ten restaurants and three hamburg shops in the city can supply any 
hungry delegates with snacks in addition to the dorm food. (However, 
Dr. Frank J. Prout, university president, recently stated that B.G. students 
were eating better now than they ever had.) 

Toledo lies 23 miles north of Bowling Green on U.S. route 25. Ad- 
visers who may wish to depart from the convention for a while will find a 
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large number of department stores and a great many restaurants in the 
metropolis. (B.G. students find Grace E. Smith’s Cafeteria and Dyer’s 
Restaurant fine places to satisfy the appetite. Smith's serve all kinds of 
dinners cafeteria style while Dyer’s specialize in steaks and seafood. The 
latter eatery, however, bars women patrons during the rush hours.) 

Since Bowling Green students will be at their homes for spring vaca- 
tion, the facilities of the entire campus will be at the disposal of the P K D 
delegates. Every effort is being made to make your stay an enjoyable and 
memorable event. 


WELCOME TO BOWLING GREEN! 


OHIO ORATORY 


I am delighted that Pi Kappa Delta is holding its convention and 
national forsenic contests in Ohio, for Ohio has long been devoted to the 
rhetorical arts and ranks high in oratorical achievement. It is appropriate 
that a great honorary forensic society returns to what is probably the 
birth-place of modern American oratory. It is fitting and proper to review 
the names that have brought such honor to the Buckeye state. 

There was Pocahontas, more eloquent in gesture than in words. She 
won a trip to England by the simple expedient on draping herself around 
the neck of Captain John Smith and refusing to allow her father to beat 
out his brains with a war club. Of course that was in Virginia and we are 
talking of oratory in Ohio. She should not be in this discussion, but just 
wandered up here by chance. That's the way with Indians. They are 
nomads with no fixed habitation. They wander around in an unpredictable 
way and are apt to turn up any place. often to the embarrassment of the 
party, just as Pocahontas did to this discussion of oratory in Ohio. 

William Henry Harrison is the second great Ohio orator we should 
mention. He also was born in Virginia and is the second from that state 
to force his way—her way into this discussion. He made his reputation 
in the Log Cabin campaign. His achievements show what a spur necessity 
is to man’s efforts. If you have ever lived in a log cabin you can under- 
stand his campaign to get into the White House. I have never lived in a 
log cabin either, but they were introduced into Pennsylvania by the 
Swedes before the Revolutionary War. The Swedes are about the only 
ones who continue the use of snuff so you can imagine what a log cabin 
is like. Alas, President Harrison died a month after entering the White 
House. But his death subtracts nothing from Ohio oratory, as it occurred 
in Washington, which is along the Potomac. 

And then there was William McKinley who conducted the “Front 


Porch” campaign. He used to sit in his rocking chair on the front porch 
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in his slippers and listen to the visiting delegations of politicians. When 
they would pause, he would say in a very serious and convincing manner, 
“That's right, boys. I'm in favor of it. You can count on me.” While 
William Jennings Bryan was riding around the country talking about 
“a cross of gold,” McKinley kept saying, “That's right.” The people de- 
cided they would rather be right than be crossed and elected McKinley. 
But he was assassinated. Maybe he should have stayed on the front porch. 

One of the most popular short speeches in the history of oratory was 
made in Ohio. It has since been repeated times innumerable in every state 
in the union and seems to gain in popularity. It consisted of only seven 
eloquent words, “Bill, let me buy you another drink.” The first word is 
often changed, especially with the advent of the women into the forensic 
halls where this speech is most appropriately given, but the sentiments of 
the last six words continue to ring unchanged through the years. 

I should also mention another famous speech made by an Ohioan— 
Ohion—Ohian—Ohighman—well, anyway, a man from Ohio. He said, 
“IT am no orator as Brutus is.” Yes, I know Antony, according to the re- 
ports of William Shakespeare, was supposed to have said it first. But he 
went on and made quite an oration. It was true in the case of this man 
from Ohio and, of course, therefore much more convincing. No one would 
want to deny him the title to these words nor to dispute his reputation. 
The honor is his by right of eminent domain. 

Coming down to more recent times there are Ohio's presidential can- 
didates. There are several of them. There's Brinker. I don’t remember 
what he said. Perhaps he did not say anything. And there is Taft, Robert 
Taft. Perhaps he shouldn't be mentioned in this discussion of Ohio ora- 
tory. He may also be a nomad and may have wandered in here the way 
Poccahontas did. Or he may have been the man from Ohio who said, 
“T am no orator. Period.” 


TIME 
Take time to work— it is the price of success. 
Take time to think—it is the source of power. 
Take time to play—it is the secret of perpetual youth. 
Take time to read—it is the foundation of wisdom. 


Broadcaster 
Sa ee a ee se ad 


Please send me the names of any members of your chapter 
who lost their lives in World War II. We should like to have a 
complete list for the honor roll at the Convention. 

G. W. Finley, National Secretary. 
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MARTIN J. HOLCOMB 


Martin J. Holcomb is the twelfth na- 
tional president of Pi Kappa Delta. He has 
served the longest single term of any of our 
national presidents. He was elected . vice- 
president at the 1942 national convention 
in Minneapolis. When Glenn R. Capp, 
who had been elected president at that 
convention, resigned in September of that 
year to join the Navy, Martin Holcomb 
became president, 

His membership number is 3424 and he 
wears key number 2005. He became a 
member of the Kansas Mu chapter at Beth- 
any College in 1923, while he was director 
of forensics. Later he transferred to Augus- 
tana College, Illinois Xi, where he is head 
of the speech department. He has been a 
member of the National Council since 
1938. 





MARTIN J. HOLCOMB 


DEBATERS SUCCEED 
If you want to succeed, be a college debater. 
This is the conclusion to be drawn from the survey made by Prof. 

Henry L. Ewbank, head of the speech department at the University of 

Wisconsin, which revealed that the number of ex-debaters listed in WHo’s 

Wuo had increased almost 50 per cent in the last three years. 

Prof. Ewbank made a survey of the membership of Delta Sigma Rho, 
national honorary forensic society, listed in the biographical volume. He 
found that a larger percentage of debaters enter the field of education 
than any other profession. Second most attractive field for debaters is 
working for some branch of our government. 


Former National Officer Fights Pendergast Machine 

W. Préwitt Ewing, former national vice-president of Pi Kappa Delta 
and debater and forensic coach at William Jewell College, Missouri Delta, 
is mentioned in the March Reaper’s Dicest as one of the men who helped 
to halt the attempted come-back of Kansas City’s notorious Pendergast 
machine. When the machine helped President Truman “purge” Congress- 
man Roger C. Slaughter, the alert Kansas Crry Star organized a group of 
thirty ex-service men to investigate fraudulent voting. Among them was 
“W. Prewitt Ewing, former Navy officer, professor of law, and election 


board official.” 
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The President's Page 


You will be in the midst of your final preparations for attending the 
National Pi Kappa Delta Convention when this issue of THE Forensic 
reaches you. May I assure you that the members of the National Council 
are eager to see you all at Bowling Green. We hope that each local chapter 
will send the maximum number of delegates allowed by your forensic 
budgets. We wish for all of you a most enjoyable and profitable week at 
our first post-War Convention. 

The Convention Committees and Secretary Finley's office are busy 
these days completing the final preparations for the convention. We solicit 
your whole-hearted cooperation as it is only through the united efforts of 
all of us that we can have an efficient and successful convention. Especially 
will we need the cooperation of all of the faculty representatives in judging 
the various contests. During the registration period each of you will re- 
ceive your judging assignments for the week. We urge you to be diligent 
and prompt in fulfilling those assignments. 

May I again remind each local chapter to send the names of your gold- 
star Pi Kappa Delta members to George Finley. Obviously we want none 
of our honored dead to be omitted from the Memorial Roll to be read at 
the opening service of our convention. Too, may I urge all delegates to 
plan your arrival at Bowling Green in time for the Memorial Service on 
Easter Sunday evening. Undoubtedly this will be one of the most impres- 
sive events of the convention. We'll have a fine speaker and excellent 
music. And the service also will include a fitting solemn memorial act in 
honor of our comrades who gave life itself for country and freedom. 

This convention marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of George Finley 
as our National Secretary-Treasurer. All of us are truly grateful to George 
and to his good wife, Dora, for the most efficient manner in which they 
have performed the tedious tasks of our secretarial office during all these 
years. Too, we are greatly appreciative of their genuine friendliness and of 
their loyalty and devotion to Pi Kappa Delta. We are happy it appears 
likely that both of them will be able to attend our convention at Bowling 
Green. George and Dora, the convention days will be more enjoyable for 
all of us because of your presence. We salute both of you for your great 
contribution to Pi Kappa Delta during the past years. And we sincerely 
hope that your health will permit you to continue performing the impor- 
tant work of our National Secretary’s office. 


This has been designated as our Victory Convention, We are truly 
thankful to God that our Nation is at peace again. But we must not be un- 
mindful of our responsibility to preserve that peace. Many signs are prev 
alent in the world today that our peace will be short-lived if we do not 
exercise constant vigilance. No doubt one of the greatest forces for pre- 
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serving peace is the enlightened, constructive thinking of the young people 
in our colleges and universities. May I urge the delegates who will be at- 
tending our convention to become imbued with a crusading spirit for 
peace. You possess the ideals and the convictions essential for peace. May 
you all make your influence felt not only on your local campuses, but also 
in your active professions as you leave your college environments and face 
life’s realities! 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


Convention Arrangements—W. V. O'Connell, Evelyn. Kenesson, 
Glenna Smith. 

Charter Committee—Cunera Van Emmerik, Central Iowa; R. D. 
Mahaffey, Linfield; Roy D. Murphy, Southwest Louisiana Institute. 

Research Committee—Wilbur Moore, Michigan Central; Joseph Bac- 
cus, Redlands; F. L. D. Holmes, Illinois State Normal University. 

Judging Committee—Sherod Collins, Kirksville; J. Albert Tracy, 
Bowling Green. 

Constitutional Committee—Enid Miller-Hoffman, Nebraska Wesleyan; 
Chas. Battin, College of Puget Sound; Wm. Schrier, Hope College. 

Representatives on National Debate Question Committee—Forrest 
Rose, Southeast Missouri State; R. D. Mahaffey, Linfield. 

Nominating Committee—H. M. Jordan, Sioux Falls; Carl Dallinger, 
Dubuque; Olive M. Johnson, North Texas. 

Resolutions Committee — Maurice A. Hess, McPherson College; 
Charles Battin, Puget Sound. 

Publicity Committee—Alfred Westfall, Colorado A & M; Dana T. 
Burns, Baldwin-Wallace; Roy D. Murphy, Southwest Louisiana Institute. 

Committee on Convention Invitations for 1949—S. R. Toussaint, 
Greeley State. 

Parliamentarian—Forrest Rose, Southeast Missouri State. 

Contest Committees 

Men’s Debate—Glenn Capp, Baylor University; D. J. Nabors, East 
Central State, Oklahoma. 

Women’s Debate—T. A. Houston, Southeastern State, Oklahoma; 
Harriett McPhetres, Macalester. 

Oratory Committee—V. A. Utzinger, Carroll; F. L. D. Holmes, ISNU. 

Men’s Extemporaneous—Ted Levander, Augustana, Illinois; John Ran- 
dolph, Westminster. 

Women’s Extemporaneous—E. H. Evans, Whitewater; P. Merville 
Larson, Carbondale. 

Discussion Committee—Wilbur Moore, Michigan Central; Paul Craw- 
ford, De Kalb. 7 

Convention Contests—Edward S. Betz, College of the Pacific. 





ns BASRA DBaza 


Student Members of 
The National Council 


These students will see that student opinion and student will is repre- 
sented on the National Council, which, otherwise, consists solely of faculty 
members and debate coaches. They will have a vital part in handling the 
convention. Many duties come under their jurisdiction, including the 
management of the Stunt Night program Wednesday of the convention 


Miss Smith is a Buckeye by birth. She was valedic- 
torian of her high school class, She is a junior in 
education, majoring in English and minoring in speech; 
has been active in debate, discussion, and oratory. She 
was editor in chief of EYAS literary magazine. She is 
an honor student, a member of association of women 
students, and of Gamma Phi Beta, social sorority. She 
played the part of Bianca in the University production 
of the “Taming of the Shrew.” She is also vice presi- 
dent of the Ohio Eta chapter of PKD. 


GLENNA SMITH 
Bowling Green 
State University 


Bob Parkins is also a junior. He represented Ne- 
braska in the Old Line Interstate Oratorical contest 
last year, winning first in the western division and 
placing third in the national. He serves as program 
manager for the local radio station KGFW. He plans 
to complete a master’s degree, with the teaching of a 
radio workshop as his ultimate goal. 


ROBERT PARKINS 
State Teachers College, 
Kearney, Nebraska 





SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 


From left to right: Lillian Danielson, coach 
Wendall Lansing Robert V. Damon 
Harold Cox Wilford Luce 
Gerald Hartman Robert J. Cox, president of 
Talmage Wilson Washington Beta 
Violet Root Donald Johnson 


GEORGE PEPPERDINE COLLEGE, CALIFORNIA ZETA 


Left to right: Beverley Meyer, after-dinner and impromptu; Gerry Webb, 
discussion; Pat Medley, discussion; Wade Ruby, forensic director; Howard 
Privett, debater; John Bean, extemp and debate; Lucille Lawrence; and Mary 
Knapp, debate and extemp. 











DANA T. BURNS 
Governor 
Province of the Lakes Py 





3OWLIMSTE UNIVERSITY 





JOHN B. STETSON, FLORIDA BETA 


(Left to right): Helen Louise Wooten; Russell Hornsby; Deloris Holly; 
Ruth Cobb; Richard C. Brand, director of forensics; Betty Miller; and John 
A. Sutton. (The tropical setting may be real, but there is nothing in the suit 
cases and if Prof. Brand thinks we believe that he and those six students are 
going to ride to Bowling Green on three bicyles, he doesn’t know what a 
non sequitur is.) 
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EDITOR’S PERSONAL PAGE 


Where inconsistencies cease from troubling, and logic is at rest 


rapetpedrctotoatoatontontoatontpatnateatratretoetostontoatosgestoesoatnasoaswaswanweneezoetoetoetoesonsonsoasoaseaiesneeiescoeceetoegeesoesetsnterts 


Apt words have power to ‘suage 
The tumors of a troubled mind; 
And are as balm to fester’d wounds. 


Samson Agonistes 





Our words have wings, but fly not where we would. 
George Eliot 

Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Those ancient seers, whose resistless eloquence 

Wielded at will that fierce democracy, 

Shook the Arsenal and fulminated o'er Greece, 


To Macedon, and Artaxexes’ throne. 
Paradise Regained 


Some people who add color to a national Pi Kappa Delta convention: 


The tough coach who wants the whole world to understand they can’t slip any- 
thing over on him. 

The good looking blonde who came to give the boys a heart-throb and raise 
their temperature. She can debate at home. 

The hick who didn’t know they were wearing two galluses. 

The important man who seldom slows down to a walk. 

The mysterious politician who is always whispering emphatically to some victim 
in a corner, 

The clothes horse with the flashy new rags who parades them around to let the 
backwoods sisters see what the gals along the Appian Way of sophistication are 
really wearing. 

The “Harbor-light,” the painfully religious wight who knows the weaker young: 
sters steer their course by him. 

The dope who ate on the diner and got a quill toothpick. 

The raucous youth who doesn’t let grammar interfere with what he is trying 
to say. 

The lass with the delicate air and the soulful eyes. 

The bored representative of the press who wishes some one would tell him what 
it was all about in three minutes so that he wouldn't have to stay to find out and 
waste his time when he might be going to a prize fight or some other important 
event. 

The youth with the greatest collection of polysyllables who delights in sprin- 
kling them around liberally. 


Every artist was first an amateur.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
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There is something inspiring about a Pi Kappa Delta convention be- 
cause: 

The youth there are fresh and quick. Their minds are alert and well 
informed. They are restless with energy and ambition. 

They hold their heads high. They have never known the bitterness of 
long defeat and hopeless struggle. They may have been stopped tempo- 
rarily, but they have never been frustrated and disillusioned. 

Their minds are without fear. They are convinced the world can be 
made better and are willing to try any promising panacea. 

They are striving to give rather than to take. The splendid ideas they 
have are struggling for utterance. There is an eagerness to communicate. 
They try to be courteous, but they can hardly wait for the other fellow 
to finish his remarks. They are twice as anxious to talk as to listen. 

Their words come out from the depth of sincerity. They are intoxi- 
cated with the wine of new learning. They have gathered the wisdom of 
great books and have confidence in their knowledge. 

They speak with great reverence for what they are saying. For the 
moment at least it seems deeply significant. They are compelled to say it. 

Their minds are pressing forward into ever widening thought and 
action. They have entered upon the exciting highway of learning. Each 
point of experience opens vast new vistas before them. 

Their restless striving stretches toward perfection. They are good, but 
they know they have not yet arrived. What they are able to do today is 
only a promise of what they will be able to do tomorrow. The broken 
circles of today’s achievement hint of a perfect circle yet to come. 

They are already entering that heaven of freedom which knowledge 
and virtue alone can give. May they never be disillusioned. 

After being with them for a few days, one does not worry so much 
about the future of our country. As long as they people the earth, the 
world will be safe for democracy. 
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The First National 
Intercollegiate 
Debate Tournament 


The West Point Debating Society has issued invitations for the first 
national debating tournament to be held at West Point, May 2, 3, and 4, 
1947. 

To facilitate handling the tournament, the nation has been divided into 
seven regions. A committee has been appointed to select representative 
teams from each region. Thirty-two teams will start the nine rounds of - 
debate to be held during the three days. After the first five rounds the 
sixteen strongest teams will continue through the elimination rounds, with 
the national champion to be selected at two o'clock May 4. Each team will 
pay its own traveling expenses, but the West Point Debating Society will 
provide lodging and meals during the stay at the Military Academy. 

Region I, consisting of Arizona, California, Nevada, and Utah, will be 
administered by a committee consisting of E. R. Nichols, Redlands; Alan 
Nichols, University of Southern California; and W. Arthur Cable, Uni- 
versity of Arizona. Limited to 4 teams and 2 alternate teams. 

Region II. Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming. 
Committee: W. H. Veatch, Washington State; Herbert Rahe, Willam- 
ette; and Johny Leary, Gonzaga. Limited to 3 teams and 2 alternates. 

Region III. Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
Committee: Prof. Weatherell, Texas Christian; Glenn Capp, Baylor; and 
H. H. Anderson, Oklahoma A & M. Limited to 4 teams and 2 alternates. 

Region IV. Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota. Committee: T. B. Fest, University of Colo- 
rado; Forrest Rose, Southeast Missouri State Teachers. Limited to 5 teams 
and 2 alternates. 

Region V. Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Com- 
mittee: J. Garber Drushal, Wooster; Glen Mills, Northwestern; and 
Leonard Sommer, Notre Dame. Limited to 6 teams and 2 alternates. 

Region VI. Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. Committee: 
Wayne C. Eubank, University of Florida; Albert Keiser, Lenoir-Rhyne; 
and J. T. Daniel, University of Alabama. Limited to 4 teams and 2 alter- 
nates. 

Region VII. New York, Pennsylvania, and the New England states. 
Committee: J. F. O’Brien, Pennsylvania State; John Chester Adams, Yale; 
and Robert B. Huber, University of Vermont. Limited to 6 teams and 
2 alternates. 

Pi Kappa Delta members will be interested to note that these com- 
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mittees include a number of. members of the society, among them four 
former national presidents. 

Any institution interested in additional information should write his 
regional committee or Cadet William F. Gorog, National Tournament 
Committee, Company L-2, West Point. 





Among those appointed to select the teams for the West Point Na- 
tional Tournament are the following Pi Kappa Delta men: Glenn R. Capp, 
Baylor University, Texas; Albert Keiser, Lenoir-Rhyne College, North 
Carolina; E. R. Nichols, Redlands University, California; Forrest H. Rose, 
Southeast State College, Missouri; and W. H. Veatch, State College, 
Washington. 


The second entry for the national contests came from the University 
of Redlands, one of the long-distance champions. It is sending a delegation 
of six, four men and Founder E. R. Nichols and Mrs. Nichols. The men 


will enter all four of the events open to them. 


The first entry blank for the convention national contests came from 
Kansas Omicron, McPherson College. It shows a delegation of six with 
entries in all seven events. Maurice Hess, chapter sponsor, is one of the six. 


John Randolph, Missouri Alpha, Westminster College, has been ap- 
he 


pointed governor of the Province of t issouri. 
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$ BRING YOUR OWN TOWELS $ 
Ke . ‘ ‘ 
Z All delegates who plan to attend the national convention are $ 
$ expected to bring their own towels for use in the dormitories. $ 
* 

+ Bowling Green State University is providing the delegates 3 
*# with daily opportunities for swimming. Dr. Kenesson announces 4 
¢ that the fine university swimming pool will be open eight hoursa % 
% day from about 10:00 to 12:00 a. m.; 1:00 to 5:00 in the afternoon, 
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o 
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and 7:00 to 9:00 in the evening. Towels and tank suits will be 
furnished and a lifeguard will be in charge. 
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Judges Rating Sheet 


Round____ — Debate Room____— 
Men—Women 


Affirmative Team _ Negative Team iosseaiemepstsiaiatemaieniitthin 
(College) (College) 
As a basis for arriving at your decision, mark each speaker on each 
item below. 
1. Unsatisfactory 2. Fair 3. Good 4. Excellent 


At the bottom of the ballot write the name of the winning team and 
sign your name. 


First Affirmative Speaker First Negative Speaker 

; 2. 3.8 a oe 
Skill in analysis | Skill in analysis ge 
Clarity in organization | | Clarity in organization ae 
Knowledge of subject | Knowledge of subject 
Use of argument eT Use of argument a 
Refutation and Rebuttal Refutation and Rebuttal | | | | 
Delivery | Delivery : | | a 

Second Affirmative Speaker Second Negative Speaker 

eS Sx. mee ©, 
Skill in analysis | Skill in analysis a fea 
Clarity in organization | Clarity in organization 1} |] | 
Knowledge of subject : Knowledge of subject Peas 
Use of argument | Use of argument Zs i - 5 
Refutation and Rebuttal | Refutation and Rebuttal — ie a4 
Delivery Delivery [2 one 


Judging on the merits of the debating done in this particular debate 
and not on the merits of the question, I vote for the 
team. 


(Signature of the judge) 


(College or profession and city) 





ed 
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Chapter and 
Personal News 


Alabama 


The Beta chapter at Alabama College for Women sent four debaters 
to the Spring Hill “Azalea Debate Tournament” in Mobile, February 4-5. 
They were accompanied by Miss Mary E. Compton, supervisor.—The 
Alabamian. 
California 


Prof. E. R. Nichols, founder of Pi Kappa Delta, is planning to attend 
the National Convention in Bowling Green. He is bringing his wife and 
four men. National Vice-President Ed Betz writes that he is coming from 
Stockton with his usual hard-to-eliminate delegation. Wade Ruby at 
George Pepperdine is readying some potential champions. Yes, California 
will be there, if not with bells on, at least with a vocabulary of sesqui- 
pedalian words working overtime. 


Colorado 
Colorado Alpha and Beta, the A & M College and the State College of 


Education, participated in the Rocky Mountain Forensic meet at the Uni- 
versity of Denver, February 13-15. There were representatives from sev- 
eral Kansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota chapters there—The Collegian. 


Florida 


The Florida State High School Debate Festival will be held March 
14-15 at John B. Stetson University, Deland, under the sponsorship of the 
Florida Association of Teachers of Speech and the Department of Speech, 
John B. Stetson University, including the Florida Beta chapter.—Richard 
C. Brand. 


Illinois 


“Egypt's Speech Festival” is the title Illinois Upsilon, Southeast Nor- 
mal University, gave its speech tournament February 28-March 1. A spe- 
cial feature was a lecture-forum on labor-management relations led by 
Major Charles Estes of the United States Counciliation service. The chap- 
ter has had fifty debates. It has about thirty people participating in foren- 
sics—P. Merville Larson...... The Eta chapter, Normal University, was 
well represented at the Southeast’s “Egypt's Speech Festival.”"—The 
Vidette...... Northern, Pi chapter, was host to ten or twelve colleges in a 
speech tournament February 8.—The Northern Illinois. ..... Harold Brach 
won first place in the state contest at DeKalb, February 18-19, and will 
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represent Illinois in the interstate Old Line oratorical contest. “The Center 
Pole” was the title of his oration, which is an appeal for support of the 
United Nations organization. LeGrange won the high school debate tour- 
nament sponsored by the Xi chapter February 7-8. Downers Grove was 
second. Harold Brack and John Swenson went undefeated through the 
Northern State Teachers debate tournament January 10-11, to win first 
place. Brack established a new record for this tournament by being on a 
team which has won three different times. Before the war he was on the 
1941 and 1942 championship teams. Wheaton was second, with Luther 
and Northern Teachers tied for third—Augustana Observer...... At the 
Debate, Discussion, and Oratory Tournament, January 10-11, at Normal, 
Illinois Eta, Mary Ellen Spere was awarded first honors for-her oration 
“High Time and Tide.” Kenneth Bryson and Don Smith tied for third in 
debate.—The North Illinois. 


Iowa 


The renewal of societies on the campus was the subject chosen for the 
first student open forum at Central, Iowa Beta, January 10. The students 
took a lively interest in discussing the question. As there was not time 
enough to settle the question and as there was a demand for further dis- 
cussion, a second forum was scheduled for January 31.—The Central Ray. 


Kansas 


Dr. Robertson Strawn, head of the Language and Literature Depart- 
ment and new forensic director at Pittsburg, Kansas Theta, took four men 
to the Warrensburg, Missouri, tournament February 14-15. Arthur Hester 
and William A, Scott lost only one debate, tying for third. Scott also 
placed third in extemporaneous speaking. This is the first tournament 
Pittsburg has attended in years.—The Collegio. 


Kentucky 


“Centre took an extensive debate trip through the South, February 12 
through 18. It attended the tournament at Spring Hill, Alabama, debating 
schools going and coming. We are also looking forward to the national at 
Bowling Green.”—W. T. Hill. 


Maine 


“I am sorry to have to say that Colby cannot send delegates to the 
conference this year. Pi Kappa Delta has not been reorganized since the 
beginning of the war. I am still hoping to get the chapter going this spring. 
We are not doing what we should, but what we can.”—C. A. Rollins. 
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Minnesota 


Lyle Williams won the Randall Prize Oratorical contest and will rep- 
resent Hamline in the state contest. “As Others See Us” was the title of 
his oration—The Hamline Oracle...... Macalester forsenic news centers 
around Pat Lanegran. First she won the Stringer oratorical contest. This 
victory brought her twenty-five dollars and the honor of representing her 
college in the state contest. Title of her oration: “Political Confusion.” 
Then she went up to the Red River Valley Tournament at Concordia, the 
Zeta chapter, to win first in impromptu speaking, February 7-8. There 
were twenty-one colleges competing. Later seven Macalester students at- 
tended the Eau Claire, Wisconsin, tournament February 21-22. Tue 
Forensic has not been informed whether Pat went along nor what she 
did.—The Mac Weekly. 


Missouri 


The Eta chapter, Warrensburg State Teachers, sponsored a tournament 
for Missouri and Kansas debaters February 14-15. The labor-management 
problem was presented in the form of a round table discussion which tried 
to discover the difficulties and suggest a remedy for them. There were 
contests in original oratory, extemporaneous speaking, poetry, prose read- 
ing, and after-dinner speaking. There were 32 teams from 14 colleges. The 
Warrensburg and Westminster teams went through undefeated.—Harold 
C. Svanoe, 


Montana 


Wm. D. Copeland, who was forensic director at Colorado College in 
the 1920's, and who went from there to Lincoln College, Illinois, and later 
to Lake Forest College, is now president of Billings Polytechnic. Institute. 
He reports that he plans to revive the Montana Alpha chapter, which is 
located there...... J. Thompson Baker, former debate coach at South- 
western, Kansas Delta, writes from Dillon, Montana, where he is now 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, that his health is much improved 
and that he is leading a strenuous life. His youngest son, Harold F. Baker, 
a member of Pi Kappa Delta, is executive secretary of the community chest 
at Great Falls, Montana. As his work involves much public speaking, he 
finds his Pi Kappa Delta training extremely valuable. He has his master’s 
degree from Chicago. He has been in Red Cross and Public Welfare work. 
He came to Great Falls when discharged from the service. Dr. Baker may 
be remembered as the first man to conduct a debate tournament, thus in- 
augurating the forensic form most popular today. He conducted the South- 
western fall tournament for many years. He adds the disquieting news 
that Dean Alien of Southwestern is not now in good health. 
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Nebraska 


Twenty-eight teams took part in the intra-mural debate tournament at 
Nebraska Zeta, Kearney State Teachers. The chapter will be represented 
at Bowling Green by three, probably five, delegates.—H. L. Ahrendts. 


Oklahoma 


East Central won honors at the Northwestern College tournament at 
Natchitoches, Louisiana. Bill Chastain won the after-dinner contest with 
a Bob Burns drawl that convulsed even the other contestants. Barbara 
Hansard and Thelma Holey won the senior women’s tournament. Dorothy 
Higginbotham tied for second in extempore.—The East Central Journal. 
eee Gerand Sanders and Scotty Nobles, representing the Theta chapter 
at Southeastern State, won the senior debate tournament of the men’s 
division at Natchitoches. Carl Albert, Congressman from the third Okla- 
homa district, recently sent T. A. Houston, debate coach, twenty-five dol- 
lars to be awarded the outstanding forensic student on the campus. It will 
be known as the Carl Albert award and will be awarded annually. Con- 
gressman Albert, who was an outstanding speaker during his high school 
and college career, said he wished to encourage speech students. General 
Ira Eaker has been invited to judge the eighteenth Savage Forensic. Invi- 
tations have been sent to all students who once represented Southeastern 
in debate. Sanders and Nobles, Prof. T. A, Houston's senior men’s team, 
also won first in the East Central tournament at Oklahoma Eta, and at the 
Midsouth at Conway, Arkansas. The Theta representatives won sweep- 
stake honors in both tournaments.—T he Southeastern...... Tulsa, the Beta 
chapter, sponsored an invitation practice tournament January 10.—The 
East Central Journal. 


Texas 
The vacancy in the speech department created when Dr. P. Merville 
Larson left the Texas College of Arts and Industry to take over at South- 
ern Illinois Normal University at Carbondale has been filled by Clark S. 
Carlisle, a Pi Kappa Delta man. 


Wisconsin 


“Paul Borth is the only active member at Ripon. We have started the 
year in fine shape. We have a group of interested veterans and some new 
comers. There are fifteen on the squad. My negative team won the so- 
called championship debate at the Iowa Teachers College tournament in 
December. Four of our teams won 21 of 24 debates at the Illinois Normal 
tournament this month. We are trying to revive interest in the Interstate 
Oratorical Association. I have taken over for Bruno Jacobs, who is devot- 
ing more time to NFL. I came here from Michigan after a stretch in the 
Army.”—M. Harold Mikle. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 


Intercollegiate debate was reinstated on the University of Miami cam- 
pus this year after a lapse of four years when two teams from Emory 
University in Atlanta visited Miami in January. Miami debaters won both 
debate decisions. 

Pi Kappa Delta activities are also 
being resumed since a number of for- 
mer members who were in service 
during the war have returned to 
school. President of the Miami chap- 
ter is Edwyn Lewis, and other offi- 
cers are Fred Routh, vice-president, 
and Harvey Klein, secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Other University of Miami mem- 
bers of the fraternity are Donald C. 
Sprague, assistant professor of speech 
and coach of the debate team, and 
Stuart LaMotte, and Jake Watson. 

Four Pi Kappa Deltas, Klein. 
Routh, Lewis, and Sprague, in addi- 
tion to Jim Eckhart, another student, 
represented the University of Miami 
in the Southeastern tournament Feb. University of Miami Pi Kappa Deltas Fred 
14 and 15 at the Spring Hill College, "ouths Fdwyn Lewis. and Harvey Klein prac: 


Mobile, Alabama. 





tice debating in tropical surroundings 





Central States Speech Association Convention 


The Central States Speech Association will hold its convention, the 
first since 1941, in Columbia, Missouri, April 18-19. The association in- 
cludes Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
The convention will be devoted to speech problems on the elementary, 
secondary, and collegiate levels. There will be sectional meetings on rhet- 
oric and oratory, dramatics, debate, interpretation, speech correction, and 
radio. Requests for room reservations should be addressed to Donald Bird, 
Stephens College, Columbia, Missouri. 





Jaci Vander Lugt and Charles Botkin will represent Central, lowa 
Beta, in oratory, “Let's Start Another War” is the title of Miss Vander 
Lugt’s oration. Mr. Botkin will speak on “Equivalent for War.”—The 
Central Ray. 
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JACK SELKE MEMORIAL 


Shortly after winning the state contests in oratory and extemporaneous 
speaking during his freshman year and winning third in the Interstate 
contest, Jack Selke, a freshman at Northern State Teachers, Illinois Pi, 
put on a uniform and followed the flag to Europe. He was killed while 
serving with the Army in the invasion of Germany. 

To honor and perpetuate his name and his achievements, three service 
clubs at Freeport, his home town, have established the Jack Selke Memo- 
rial Oratorical Contest, at Northern Teachers. The first contest was held 
February 11 to select orators to represent the college. Theodore Johnson 
won the first prize of fifteen dollars with an oration entitled, fittingly 
enough, “Germany, Question Mark.” A second prize of ten dollars was 
awarded Kenneth Bryson’s “Rose of Dawn.” “High Tide and Time” by 
Mary Ellen Sphere won the five dollar third prize. 


The petition for a chapter of Pi Kappa Delta from the University of 
South Carolina, Columbia, has been approved and installation plans are 
under way. 


Harold C. Svanoe. a member of the faculty, and in charge of the 
Speech Department at Central Missouri State College, Warrensburg, Mis- 
souri, succeeds Ben R, Craig as debate instructor and director of forensics. 
Mr. Svanoe holds membership in Pi Kappa Delta from his days at Augus- 
tana College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, from which school he graduated 
in 1932. Before coming to Warrensburg in 1939, he received his M.A. at 
Denver University, and has just recently completed a year’s study toward 
the doctorate at Northwestern University. Already he has an active foren- 
sic squad of over 25 people. A squad of seven represented the college at 
Kirksville on December 6th and 7th. 


STORY OF A KEY 


Not long ago Mrs. Frank Grover ordered a key for her husband, a 
special distinction, three-order member who joined the Oregon Alpha 
chapetr first and later transferred to California Alpha. It was a two- 
diamond key. When the key arrived, Mrs. Grover put it in her handbag 
until she could give it to Frank that evening and went shopping in the 
Chicago loop. A thief snatched the bag, key and all. She wrote Secretary 
Finley acknowledging receipt of the key and telling about the theft, but 
adding that she hoped the key might be recovered as it had the owner's 
name on the back. Now comes this good news: “This note is to tell you 
that the Pi Kappa Delta key has been recovered, thanks to the Chicago 
Police Department.” 





